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The Civil Rights Movement in America 
HIST 40873 – May 2014 – MTWRF, 9:00am-12:00pm, Reed 331 – SSC, HT or CSV 

Dr. Max Krochmal 
Office Location: Reed Hall 104 
Office Hours: Daily after class, and by appointment  
Office Phone:  817-257-7315 
Cell Phone / Texts: 919-564-9129 
E-mail: m.krochmal@tcu.edu  
Website / Blog: professormax.org/  
Twitter: @professormaxtcu (follow me!) 

Course Description 
This course surveys the history of the modern African American civil rights movement and uses 
it as a vehicle to explore the theory and practice of group-centered leadership development; the 
nature of social movements and the role of grassroots activism; the connections between civil 
rights and other struggles for social justice, past and present; and the origins and persistence of 
structural racial inequality in the U.S.  Prerequisites: NONE. 

TCU Civil Rights Bus Tour 
The May 2014 course centers on the TCU Civil Rights Bus Tour, a program co-sponsored by the 
Center for Community Involvement and Service-Learning, Inclusiveness and Intercultural 
Services.  Attendance on this week-long field trip is required for all students, and students must 
participate fully and behave appropriately in order to pass the class.  The tour will depart TCU in 
the morning on Sunday, May 18 and will return to campus late on the evening of Saturday, May 
24.  There is no cost for the tour beyond your normal tuition; however, you will be required to 
bring approximately $150 to pay for some of your own meals and incidental expenses.  Some 
scholarship funding is available through Student Affairs.  Staff members from Student Affairs 
will serve as co-instructors during the tour.  You must arrange your own housing for the first 
and third weeks of the class in Fort Worth. 

Learning Objectives & Student Action Steps: 
 

Students will demonstrate knowledge of, and an ability to analyze and evaluate, the 
fundamental social processes that characterize human experiences, using social science 
methodology to present appropriate evidence-based conclusions about social processes 
and human interaction (SSC).  In particular, students will better understand how power 
and privilege relate to racism and other axes of inequality in society. 

 
Students will demonstrate an ability to critically evaluate historical discourse and to 
develop evidence-based conclusions about the past by examining and analyzing a variety 
of historical sources and interpretations (HT).  In particular, students will use oral 
history and testimony to improve their analysis of written documents. 
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Students will demonstrate an understanding of theories and practices of leadership by 
examining different forms and contexts of leader-follower relations (CSV).  In particular, 
students will better understand the role of ordinary “local people” in social movements. 
 

Required Books 
All students must purchase copies of the following texts: 
 

Emilye Crosby, ed., Civil Rights History from the Ground Up: Local Struggles, a 
National Movement (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2011), paperback, ISBN: 
9780820329635 
 
John Lewis, Walking with the Wind: A Memoir of the Movement (New York: Harcourt, 
Brace, 1998), paperback, ISBN: 9780156007085 

 
Additional readings will be available on eCollege and in a binder provided for the bus tour. 

Assignments & Grading 

Participation & Attendance (20%) 
You are expected to be an active and engaged participant in all class discussions and to complete 
informal in-class writing and oral assignments to the best of your ability, every time.  
Participation grades often seem arbitrary; to minimize this, I use numerous in-class activities 
and small, informal writing assignments (including little homework assignments that do not 
appear elsewhere on the syllabus).  I also require you to turn in your notes on selected lectures, 
film screenings, small group discussions, and other activities.  I will endeavor to give you timely 
feedback on your standing in this arena.   
 
Additionally, attendance is mandatory. The university attendance policy states (Faculty / Staff 
Handbook, p. 51): 

1. “Regular and punctual class attendance is essential, and no assigned work is summarily excused 
because of absence, no matter what the cause. Records of class attendance are the responsibility of the 
faculty, and every course’s syllabus should clearly state the instructor’s policy on class attendance and 
how attendance affects a student’s final evaluation in the course.  Students who miss an instructional 
experience are expected to meet with faculty to discuss their absence as soon as possible. 

2. “When a student is absent to represent the University (as in athletics, chorus, band, national or state 
meetings of organizations represented at TCU), then an Official University Absence may be granted 
by the Campus Life Office… 

3. “When a student misses class for any reason other than an Official University Absence, the student is 
expected to follow the instructor’s policy as stated in the course syllabus. The student should contact 
his/her instructor as soon as possible after he/she knows the absence will occur or has occurred. If the 
cause of the absence is a serious illness, catastrophic accident, or family emergency, each 
instructor should assist the student to make up any missed work. Time lost through such absences 
should not prejudice class standing… 

4. “If the cause of the absence is less compelling (choosing to miss class, oversleeping), instructors may or 
may not permit the student to make up missed work, and may or may not assess a penalty for class 
absence.” 

Based on these university rules, the attendance policy for this class is as follows: 
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You are required to document through the Campus Life Office any cases that you 
consider “serious” under paragraph 3 above, and it is expected that absences that fall 
into this category will be limited.  A routine urgent care trip to the health center does 
not qualify as “serious.”   

All other absences will be considered “less compelling” under paragraph 4 above. 

Arriving late to class habitually or missing a substantial portion of a single class will be 
counted as up to one-half (½) of an absence. 

You may accrue ONE total absence without penalty.  Save this for a less serious case 
like a routine illness, broken down car, etc.  Except for those covered by paragraphs 2 
or 3 above, each integer absence beginning at 2.00 (including partial absences) will 
result in a 10% reduction of your final grade. 

In all cases, it is my expectation that you let me know ASAP if you know you are going 
to be absent and that you communicate with me immediately upon your return if you 
wish to catch up on missed work.  YOU must take the initiative to avoid penalty. 

Attendance on the TCU Civil Rights Bus Tour is required in order to pass the class. 

Reading Journal & Quizzes (20%, including Journal and Quizzes below) 
The written word is the main currency of historical knowledge. Expect a reading assignment 
every night (except on the bus tour).  Readings must be completed prior to the date that they 
appear on the syllabus.  We will also read primary sources in class. 

Journal (15%) 
Before each class, you are required to write a one paragraph response to the daily reading.  You 
must post your paragraph on the Journal on eCollege by 11:59PM the evening before each class.  
You must contribute seven satisfactory, on-time journal entries in order to earn an “A” (you get 
one “freebee”).  Credit will be reduced for late entries.  Each one paragraph response should 
include at least one sentence on each of the following elements: 

In your own words, paraphrase the main point of the reading 

Write down something that surprised you or was especially interesting in the text 

Explain why you chose this as your surprising/interesting point 

React to the text and points you’ve mentioned – how did the reading make you feel?  
How does it change what you thought you knew about this part of U.S. history? 

Quizzes (5%) 
There will be periodic short pop quizzes on the reading at the beginning of selected classes.  
These will take place randomly based on my whim.  You get a 0 if you are late or absent, and 
quizzes cannot be made up (you may complete an extra journal assignment). 

Mid-Term Exams (20%) 
You will complete a take-home essay exam following the first week of class.  It is due to the 
eCollege Dropbox by 11:59pm on Saturday, May 17.  It is your ticket for the bus tour and must be 
submitted prior to departure.  There will be no make-ups of any kind. 
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The second mid-term will consist of a take-home essay exam completed after the bus tour.  It 
will ask you to write your own synthetic history of the civil rights movement.  It is due to the 
eCollege Dropbox at 11:59pm on Sunday, May 25.  It is recommended that you begin this 
assignment on long bus ride that completes the tour the previous day. 

Bus Tour Journal (20%) 
From the beginning to the end of the bus tour, you will be expected to take copious ethnographic 
notes throughout the day and to complete informal written assignments each evening.  The 
notes should fully document your experiences throughout the day: the people and places you 
observed, the content of our guest speakers’ lectures, the key facts and interpretations presented 
by museums and memorials, and so on.  The written assignments will vary in length and subject, 
but most will ask you to reflect on your experiences throughout the day in anticipation of our 
small- and large-group reflection sessions.  At times you will also be asked to write and reflect 
after our group discussions. 

Final Evaluative Exercise: Presentations & Essay (20%):  
The final exam will consist of small group projects related to social movements and justice 
issues.  Working in groups of three, students will complete one of two tracks: 1) they may 
identify a movement, past or present, and examine its history with particular attention to the 
role of grassroots activists and leadership development; or 2) they may outline plans for a 
campaign or new organization aimed at achieving social change on campus or in the local or 
global community.  On either track, students will be expected to produce posters and present 
them on the final day of class, Friday, May 30.  Each student will also individually write a short 
informal essay on one component of their project and other class reflections, due in the eCollege 
Dropbox by 11:59pm on Saturday, May 31. 

Other Rules & Regulations 

Electronic Devices 
No cell phones, computers, or any other gadgets allowed in class except when I explicitly 
instruct you to use such devices.  If you take out your phone in class, I will take it and hold onto 
it like your favorite high school teacher.  Students with disabilities that require accommodation, 
please see the statement below.  Kindles and other e-book readers in airplane mode may be used 
with permission of the instructor.  Cell phones may be used at appropriate times on the bus tour. 

Disabilities Statement 
Texas Christian University complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of 
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 regarding students with disabilities.  Eligible students seeking 
accommodations should contact the Coordinator of Student Disabilities Services in the Center 
for Academic Services located in Sadler Hall, 1010.  Accommodations are not retroactive, 
therefore, students should contact the Coordinator as soon as possible in the term for which 
they are seeking accommodations. Further information can be obtained from the Center for 
Academic Services, TCU Box 297710, Fort Worth, TX 76129, or at (817) 257-6567. 

Academic Misconduct 
Any act that violates the spirit of the academic conduct policy is considered academic 
misconduct. Specific examples include, but are not limited to: 
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Cheating: Includes, but is not limited to: 

A. Copying from another student’s test paper, laboratory report, other report, or computer files and 
listings. 

B. Using in any academic exercise or academic setting, material and/or devices not authorized by the 
person in charge of the test. 

C. Collaborating with or seeking aid from another student during an academic exercise without the 
permission of the person in charge of the exercise. 

D. Knowingly using, buying, selling, stealing, transporting or soliciting in its entirety or in part, the 
contents of a test or other assignment unauthorized for release. 

E. Substituting for another student, or permitting another student to substitute for oneself, in a manner 
that leads to misrepresentation of either or both students’ work. 

Plagiarism: The appropriation, theft, purchase or obtaining by any means another’s work, and the 
unacknowledged submission or incorporation of that work as one’s own offered for credit. Appropriation 
includes the quoting or paraphrasing of another’s work without giving credit therefore. 

Collusion: The unauthorized collaboration with another in preparing work offered for credit. 

Abuse of resource materials: Mutilating, destroying, concealing or stealing such materials. 

Computer misuse: Unauthorized or illegal use of computer software or hardware through the TCU 
Computer Center or through any programs; terminals; or freestanding computers owned, leased or 
operated by TCU or any of its academic units for the purpose of affecting the academic standing of a 
student. 

Fabrication and falsification: Unauthorized alteration or invention of any information or citation in an 
academic exercise. Falsification involves altering information for use in any academic exercise. 
Fabrication involves inventing or counterfeiting information for use in any academic exercise. 

Multiple submission: The submission by the same individual of substantial portions of the same academic 
work (including oral reports) for credit more than once in the same or another class without authorization. 

Complicity in academic misconduct: Helping another to commit an act of academic misconduct. 

Bearing false witness: Knowingly and falsely accusing another student of academic misconduct. 

Course Schedule 
NOTE: All readings due prior to the day they appear on the syllabus.  The first reading 
assignment is due on the first day of class.  The reading journal is due on eCollege the previous 
evening (Sunday, May 11, 11:59pm). 

Week 1 – Background and Preparation 

Monday, May 12 / Welcome & Introductions 
First reading journal due: Charles M. Payne, “Debating the Civil Rights Movement: The 
View from the Trenches,” pp. 115-155, in Lawson and Payne, eds., Debating the Civil 
Rights Movement, eCollege 
 
Additional reading in-class: Beverly Tatum, “Let’s Talk about Race”; and Elizabeth 
Martinez, “What is White Supremacy?” 

Tuesday, May 13 / Jim Crow 
John Lewis, “Coming Up,” Part I of Walking with the Wind 
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William H. Chafe et al, “Introduction” to Remembering Jim Crow, eCollege 
 
Reading journal due 

Wednesday, May 14 / From Montgomery Bus Boycott to Sit-Ins 
Lewis, “Nashville,” Part II of Walking with the Wind 
 
Wesley Hogan, “Freedom Now,” in Crosby, ed., Civil Rights History from the Ground Up 
 
Reading journal due 

Thursday, May 15 / Freedom Rides and Mississippi Project 
Lewis, “Freedom Ride,” Part III of Walking with the Wind 
 
John Dittmer, “Local People and National Leaders,” in Crosby, ed., Civil Rights History 
from the Ground Up 
 
Reading journal due 

Friday, May 16 / SNCC 
Lewis, “SNICK,” Part IV of Walking with the Wind 
 
Laurie B. Green, “Challenging the Civil Rights Narrative,” in Crosby, ed., Civil Rights 
History from the Ground Up 
 
Reading journal due 

Saturday, May 17, 11:59pm / first Mid-Term due to eCollege Dropbox 
 

Week 2 – Civil Rights Bus Tour 

Sunday, May 18 / Departure to Jackson 
Lewis, “Uhuru,” Part V AND “Bloody Sunday” (Ch. 16),  in Walking with the Wind (read 

on long bus ride to Jackson, or before if you get motion sickness) 
9:00 AM / Bus departs TCU  
4:00 PM / Tougaloo tour / meet & greet 
6:00 PM / Dinner program with Mississippi Veterans of the Civil Rights Movement 

Monday, May 19 / Jackson 
9:00 AM / Lynch Street, Council of Federation Organizations (COFO) Civil Rights 

Education Center, Medgar Evers Home, Margaret Walker Center, Jackson State 
University 

1:30 PM / Mississippi Immigrant Rights Alliance (MIRA) 
5:00 PM / Tamales w/ MIRA and Mississippi Legislative Black Caucus 
7:00 PM / travel to Indianola (Mississippi Delta) 

Tuesday, May 20 / Delta 
9:00 AM / Mississippi Workers Center, Greenville, Attorney Jaribu Hill 
2:30 PM / Sunflower Freedom Project orientation and afterschool tutoring 
6:00 PM / dinner & open mic @ Sunflower 
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Wednesday, May 21 / Delta 
8:30 AM / Tour of Delta with Ms. Margaret Block.  Sites include Amzie Moore House; 

Mound Bayou; Fannie Lou Hamer Memorial, Ruleville; Bryant’s Grocery in 
Money, Miss.; SNCC Office, Greenwood, Miss.; Emmett Till Historic Intrepid 
Center, Glendora, Miss.; and Tallahatchie County Courthouse, Sumner, Miss. 

6:00 PM / Panel and dinner program at Delta State University, Cleveland, Miss. 
8:00 PM / depart for Memphis 

Thursday, May 22 / Memphis 
9:00 AM / National Civil Rights Museum 
11:30 AM / Lunch program with ’68 sanitation strike workers, American Federation of 

State, County, and Muncipal Employees (AFSCME) Local 1733 
1:30 PM / Organizing Training, Mid-South Peace & Justice Center 
4:30 PM / travel to Nashville 

Friday, May 23 / Nashville and Birmingham 
8:00 AM / Tours of civil rights sites in Nashville, including downtown, American Baptist 

Theological Seminary, and Fisk University 
11:30 AM / travel to Birmingham 
3:00 PM / Birmingham Civil Rights Institute 
7:30 PM / Drive to Montgomery 

Saturday, May 24 / Montgomery and Selma 
9:00 AM / Rosa Parks Museum 
10:30 AM / Drive to Selma 
12:00 PM / National Voting Rights Museum & Freedom Tour, including walk over the 

Edmund Pettus bridge 
3:00 PM / travel to Fort Worth 
Work on Mid-Term on long bus ride home! 

Sunday, May 25, 11:59pm / second Mid-Term due to eCollege Dropbox 
 

Week 3 / Reflection, Analysis, and Comparative Social Movements 

Monday, May 26 / No Class – Memorial Day! 

Tuesday, May 27 / Reflection & Analysis, Civil Rights Movement to 1965 

One additional chapter in Crosby, ed., Civil Rights History from the Ground Up (we will 
divide on the bus tour) 
 
Reading journal due 
 
Discussion of second mid-term and reflection on bus tour 
 
Assignment of Final Exam / Presentation Groups 
 
In-class trip to the TCU Library to get books for final presentations 

Wednesday, May 28 / Black Power, Black Feminism, Affirmative Action, and War on Poverty 

Stephen Tuck, “Black Power and Grassroots Protest,” Chapter 10 in We Ain’t What We 
Ought to Be, on eCollege 
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Todd Moye, “Focusing Our Eyes on the Prize,” in Crosby, ed., Civil Rights History from 
the Ground Up 
 
Reading journal due 
 
In-class research for final presentations (read books and make notecards) 

Thursday, May 29 / Retrenchment, Black Politics, and Grassroots Protest in the Age of 

Obama 

Lewis, Chapters 17 and 18, in Walking with the Wind 
 
Emilye Crosby, “Introduction: The Politics of Writing and Teaching Movement History,” 
OR “Conclusion: ‘Doesn’t everybody want to grow up to be Ella Baker,” in Crosby, ed., 
Civil Rights History from the Ground Up (we will divide the reading in class) 
 
A newspaper article on a 21st century protest movement 
 
Reading journal due 
 
In-class research and group meetings to prepare final presentations 

Friday, May 30 / Final Presentations and Party! 

Saturday, May 31, 11:59pm / Final Essay due to eCollege Dropbox 


